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FILLMORE CITY COUNCIL MEETING  1 

  November 8, 2016 2 
 3 
Minutes of the special work meeting of the Fillmore City Council held November 8, 2016 in the Council 4 
Chambers of the Fillmore City Building.  Notice of the time and place of the meeting was posted on the 5 
Utah State Public Notice website, the Fillmore City website, the Council Chambers, the City Office 6 
bulletin board, and the President Millard Fillmore Library. Notice was also provided to the Chronicle-7 
Progress, radio station KMTI and each member of the governing body on November 4, 2016.  8 
 9 
Those present were:  10 

Mayor:  Eugene R. Larsen  Council:     Michael D. Holt  11 

 Attorney: Greg Greathouse          Ian E. Adams     12 

 Recorder: Kevin Orton          Eric R. Jenson  13 

                      Jeffrey D. Mitchell    14 

             Michael K. Rhinehart  15 

  16 

Others: Bryan Stevens, John Higgins, Robert Worley   17 
 18 

     19 
6:30 p.m.   Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance - Mayor Larsen 20 

  21 

  22 

 23 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REQUESTS 24 
 25 

The purpose of the special work meeting was to invite Robert Worley from Sunrise 26 

Engineering to explain in detail the engineering plans for the water culinary project and to 27 

answer questions from the city council and the public.  During a lengthy presentation from Mr. 28 

Worley and an in depth conversation between the city council, Mr. Worley, and members of 29 

the public, the following points were made.   30 

 31 

 The first easement required came from the Forest Service.  It was granted as part of a 32 

maintenance agreement between the Forest Service and Fillmore City.  33 

 Going west down the hill from the tank, the first private property that the water line 34 

runs into belongs to the John Higgins residence.  Several options were discussed and 35 

considered in regards to going through or around the property.  Going around the 36 

property to the south is not an ideal option because a 19 foot deep trench would need to 37 

be dug.  Digging this deep would require “stepping” the trench.  It would also affect the 38 

entrance way to the property as he would not be able to access it during construction.  39 

There are also additional costs associated with excavating and repairing the county 40 

road.  All of these factors made this option very costly.   41 

 Another option is to go north around the Higgins property.  This option adds an 42 

additional 350 feet of pipe.   43 

 Another option is to lay the new pipe next to the existing pipe, where the city has an 44 

easement to do so.  If this option is exercised and Mr. Higgins grants the city an 45 

easement, the city agrees to do all repairs to the driveway.  If an easement is not 46 

granted, the city can exercise its easement and not be required to make any repairs.   47 
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 It is not critical to keep the existing pipe operational; however it is a good option 48 

because the city would have an extra pipe to keep water flowing when the other pipe 49 

gets shut down for maintenance and repairs.  A second pipe does not affect any water 50 

pressure.   51 

 Fillmore City feels that property owners to the west of Mr. Higgins are asking for more 52 

money than what the land is worth in exchange for easements.  The city performed 53 

appraisals to determine the worth of the land.  Each owner was offered $2,000 for an 54 

easement across their property.  The market value for undeveloped land is $750 per 55 

acre.   56 

 Millard County would prefer that the city keep the pipe out of the road. From a 57 

maintenance standpoint, it makes more sense to keep the pipes right next to each other.   58 

 Some owners want water hook-ups in exchange for easements, however city policy 59 

does not allow this because it violates Utah state drinking water standards.   60 

 The city could go through condemnation to acquire the property.  When this happens, 61 

the value and price of the property is determined by appraisers.   62 

 The purpose of the new pipe is to maintain adequate water pressure to the southeast 63 

quadrant of the city.  It is also needed to achieve required fire water pressure in the 64 

system.  1,500 psi is the standard for fire pressure.  There is 700 psi in there now.   65 

 The council instructed Mr. Worley to identify the different costs associated with each 66 

option and report those results in a future council meeting.   67 

  68 

 69 

ADJOURNMENT 70 
 71 

Upon motion by Councilmember Holt and second by Councilmember Jenson, the meeting 72 

adjourned at 9:03 p.m.   73 

 74 

The next regular council meeting will be held November 15, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 75 

   76 

 77 

 78 

APPROVED November 15, 2016  _________________________ 79 

         Eugene R. Larsen, Mayor   80 


